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HIGHLIGHTS

January 19th, 2009 @ 7:30 PM
Meeting with free CECH Speaker and meal

TexSan Heart Hospital
Bluebonnet Room
6700 IH 10 West

San Antonio, TX 78201

210-736-6700

February 16th, 2009 @ 7:30 PM
Business Meeting with meal

Northeast Baptist Hospital
8811 Village Drive
San Antonio, 78217

210-297-2000

SOAR

Aspire to New Heights
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

January

16 & 17—State Leadership Meeting and 1st
Quarter State Meeting in Waco

19—San Antonio ENA meeting @ TexSan
Heart Hospital

February

7—Babysitter Why’s course @ St. Luke’s Hos-

pital

16—San Antonio ENA meeting @ Northeast
Baptist Hospital

27 thru Mar 1—TNCC @ University Hospital

March

4 thru 8—ENA 2009 Leadership Conference
in Reno, Nevada

7—Babysitter Why’s course @ Connally Me-
morial Medical Center

16—San Antonio ENA meeting @ MSTH

Future Meeting Dates & Locations

January 19—TexSan Heart Hospital
February 16—Northeast Baptist Hospital
March 16—Methodist Specialty and Transplant Hospital

Kudos

Carrie Alvarado, thank you for the tremendous job you did as our
2008 SAENA Secretary.

Barbara Baldwin did an outstanding job organizing our chapter’s
Emergency Nurses Week festivities. Thanks.

Thank you to Northeast Methodist Hospital for hosting our October
meeting and to BAMC for hosting our November meeting.

Appreciation to Cindy Saunders for opening her home to us for our
December holiday celebration.

Thanks to Mary Leblond for presenting the Forensics course, again
in December, to enable San Antonio area emergency nurses to ob-
tain the necessary CEUSs, for maintaining their license.

Congratulations to Michael Moon and Paul Clark, for their election
as Texas ENA officers for 2009. Watch for more details in the next
issue.

Upcoming TNCC course schedule

February 27th, 28th and March 1st

May 29th, 30th and 31st

July 31 and August 1st & 2nd

October 23rd, 24th and 25th
December 4th, 5th and 6th

Contact Susan Douglass at (210) 358-4272 between 8:30 AM and 5:30 PM.

Upcoming ENPC course schedule

May 23rd and 24th
August 22nd and 23rd
December 11th and 12th

Contact Diane Walcutt at (210)-387-7236
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Twice in the past 2 months, our hospital received patients that had been bitten by poisonous snakes and pre-
sented to the ER with the live snake (a copperhead, and most recently a coral snake). Although both were
brought in sealed containers, my greatest concern was safety and liability with a live poisonous snake on hos-
pital property. The sealed container was put into a second container to add one more barrier, should the
snake escape from the first. Secondly, securing the snake in a locked area was (in my opinion) impera-

tive. Lastly, is the issue of what options are available to ultimately get the snake off hospital property. A
nurse from one of our hospital wards told me of a group that will assist in the matter. The South Texas Her-
petology Association (STHA) will come pick up live snakes at no charge, night or day from hospitals in the
San Antonio area. The group then relocates the snakes to an area where there are very few or no hu-

mans. All live snakes are accepted — poisonous, non-poisonous, exotic, etc.

With the most recent situation, | called the association. The process went smoothly.
When the situation arises again, here is the contact information you may find helpful:

South Texas Herpetology Association
Ed Lessard, President
Phone — 210-520-6101

The phone has a very generic recording and may leave you wondering if you have the right number — just
leave a message. Ed will call you back when he gets it.

Please be aware that the STHA may elect to not pick up snakes from hospitals outside of San Antonio, based
on travel distance. However, give them a call to see what can be worked out. There may be an
STHA member living in your area.

Remember — live snakes only!
Submitted by: Tom Culwell, RN

PS - On a lighter note: In 27 years of healthcare, | have noticed for persons bitten by poisonous snakes to
have a high frequency of "the lethal triad":

- Testosterone

- Alcohol

- Serum poor judgment levels in the toxic range

In some cases, maybe these folks have decent judgment and lack education, thus thinking poison-
ous snakes are close relatives of dogs. The difference in physical characteristics seems quite distinct. How-
ever, here are some key differences to clarify this issue:

Dogs (most) Poisonous Snakes
- Like to be petted, handled, & kissed - Do not like to be petted, handled, or kissed
- Usually domesticated - Wild and do not domesticate well
- Make great pets - Are not intended to be "pets"
- Love to be around humans - Prefer to have nothing to do with humans
- Wag their tail and curl up their body to - "Wag" their tail and coil up their body to
show happiness and submission voice their displeasure and say "don't make

me get ugly!
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2009 Officers of the San Antonio ENA

SAENA Committee Chaipersons

PRESIDENT: Peggy Dubuque
C: 512-753-9376
pdubuquel@yahoo.com

PRESIDENT ELECT: Mary Leblond
W: 210-575-4444
LittleMommaNurse@aol.com

SECRETARY: Cindy Saunders
H: 210-442-8250
cbsaunde@baptisthealthsystem.com

TREASURER: Paul R. Clark
H: 210-734-4962
FriarLopez@satx.rr.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Paul R. Clark
H: 210-734-4962
FriarLopez@satx.rr.com

STATE COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES:
Peggy Dubuque and Mary Leblond

EMS Liaison: Tom Culwell
H: 210-824-6103 TomCatRN@satx.rr.com

Membership: Peggy Dubuque
C: 512-753-9376 pdubuquel@yahoo.com

Newsletter : Peggy Dubuque
C:512-753-9376 pdubuquel@yahoo.com

Nurse Practice & Governmental Affairs: Mary Leblond
W: 210-575-4444 LittleMommaNurse@aol.com

Pediatrics: Diane Walcutt
210-387-7236 dianewalcutt@yahoo.com

Professional Education: Paul R Clark & Cindy Saunders
H: 210-734-4962 FriarLopez@satx.rr.com
H: 210-442-8250 chsaunde@baptisthealthsystem.com

Public & Consumer Education: Barbara Baldwin
H: 210-695-9838 bbaldwin@satx.rr.com

Trauma/Injury Prevention: Susan Douglass
W: 210-358-4272 Susan.Douglass@uhs-sa.com




